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Dear ___________

I am writing to you as a citizen of Wales, on a matter of great importance to the rural economy and communities of the country.

It cannot be denied that bovine TB is a costly and escalating problem for the farming community and the taxpayer, and is a source of misery for those affected. It also cannot be denied that Wales trades off an image of abundant wildlife and unspoilt countryside for much of it’s vital tourist income, and is home to many conservation-minded individuals who contribute much to rural development and harmony.

That is why I am concerned that the Welsh Assembly Government is on the brink of making a grave mistake in sanctioning a badger cull, probably initially in a 200km2 area in North Pembrokeshire. This is despite the fact that the Randomised Badger Culling Trials (the most extensive, peer-reviewed and robust data yet obtained on this subject) concluding that culling is neither effective, practical or economic. Culling over 1000 km2, over 5 years, prevented only an estimated 12 herd outbreaks. This equates to less that 3 outbreak preventions in the proposed IAPA, at the cost of £4 million and the lives of over 1000 badgers.

It is also not the case that much higher cull rates will be achieved in Wales than in the RBCT. There is a rapidly growing local opposition movement in Pembrokshire, with many landowners deeply aggrieved by what they perceive as bullying by WAG. A large proportion of Welsh responses to the recent consultation exercise were standardised letters pre-written by intensive farming lobbyists, in a move clearly designed to hide the true strength of opposition to this cull.

It is clear that truly effective cattle measures exist to deal with this disease. It is also clear from testimony of TB affected landowners that they are not being implemented, and that officials handle outbreaks of bTB very poorly.  I am deeply concerned that badger culling is a disastrous diversion of time and resources away from real solutions. The farming community is being let down.

As you will be aware, two AMs have recently tabled a motion to annul the plans to enable a badger cull. I urge you to support this motion, and to vote according to the facts and the science rather than party loyalty or political expediency. Farmers, landowners and wildlife are depending on you to prevent an extremely damaging and costly mistake.  

Yours sincerely,

